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Autumn Term Newsletter 02 – 22/09/2021
Dear Parents and Carers
Special Mentions
We have enjoyed our first few collective worship and special mentions assemblies in the hall. These are the
photographs of children who received special mention certificates and head teacher’s awards in recognition of
their efforts and hard work during our first weeks back at school. We have reminded children that they may bring
in certificates/medals/trophies that they earn outside school. They will be presented and celebrated together –
please put these in named envelopes/bags.

Mental Health and Wellbeing Support
The majority of our staff are trained to support children with their mental health and wellbeing. Mrs Wright has
some allocated time in her timetable for counselling individuals or groups when there is a specific need. If you are
concerned that your child is over-anxious or upset or a change in circumstances might be affecting them, please
contact your class teacher, via Class Dojo who will inform Mrs Wright, who will find time to have a chat with them
and offer the support they need.
Vacancies in School
We are currently advertising for Midday Supervisors post on the school website
http://www.penn.cumbria.sch.uk/vacancies.html If you know anyone who might be interested, please advise them to
consider applying.
Pennington Open Mornings – 1st – 5th November
We will be holding an Open Week for parents of potential new Reception children (2022-2023) the first week back
after half term. If you know of anyone who would be interested in an appointment, please advise them to ring the
school office.
The procedure for applying for a place on the Cumbria County Website is set out below. Please apply online.
The closing date for applications is 15 January 2022.
If you live in Cumbria and your child was born between 1 September 2017 and 31 August 2018, they will be due to
start school in Reception year group in September 2022. You must apply to Cumbria County Council for a place.
Before you apply for a school place, please read through the Starting School in Cumbria 2021 (PDF
8MB) booklet. If you need a printed copy of the booklet, please contact the School Admissions and Appeals Team:
Email: school.admissions@cumbria.gov.uk
Copies are also available in all infant and primary schools and public libraries in Cumbria. Page 10 of the booklet
explains what happens to applications that are received after the closing date of 15 January 2022.
To apply for a Reception place for your child in September 2022, you can:
• APPLY ONLINE
• complete a WORD version of form SA1 application form (Word 66kb), which can be completed
electronically and sent to School Admissions by email to school.admissions@cumbria.gov.uk
• download the PDF version of the application form (PDF 267kb) and return it either to your child's
preferred school or send it to School Admissions at: School Admissions and Appeals, Cumbria County
Council, PO Box 415, Carlisle, CA1 9GU
UVHS – Open Day
Mr Butler, Head of Year 7 visited Pennington and talked to our Year 5 and 6 children. This year UVHS are
welcoming parents on Thursday 30th September as they have traditionally done at this time of year. At UVHS they
have always been proud to show parents and prospective pupils all the opportunities available to their students,
introduce parents to their staff and give children a taste of what sort of learning activities are experienced
across the curriculum at UVHS and allow parents time to speak to their own students to get a first-hand view of
the school. Visit their website for more information. www.uvhs.uk
John Ruskin School, Coniston - Open Day
Mr Blackburn, the Head teacher at John Ruskin School, called in at Pennington to talk to our Year 5 and Year 6
children about joining in Year 7. There will also be an Open Day on Thursday 30th September 2021. Parents and
children will have the opportunity to visit the school during the day – many parents like to visit at this time as their
students are in lesson and it gives parents a feel for the school when it is running. That same evening many of
their staff and students will be in school for parents to visit between 6.00pm and 8.00pm to have more in depth
discussions about JRS.

Annual Nasal Flu Vaccination
This year’s annual nasal flu vaccination will take place in school on Tuesday 23 rd November. The children will have
brought the forms home this week. Please return to school by Monday 18th October even if you do not want your
child to have the nasal spray. The forms should be taken back into class by your child/ren and placed in the box
for collection. Thank you.
Parking in Layby
When coming to drop off and collect your children from school, please can you leave the area of the layby nearest
to school free for a parent to park their car as they need to park as close as they can to school. Many thanks.
Collecting Children
Parents collecting Reception and KS1 children should wait on the playground so that class teachers can release
children. Older children will not be allowed to escort children to cars further up the road.
ParentPay – Reception Class
Parentpay was introduced last year as we became a cashless school and new parents/carers will have received an
activation email to enable you to use Parentpay – please can you set up your account to enable you to pay for future
after school sports clubs, non-uniform fundraising, swimming, trips, residentials etc.
What
•
•
•
•
•
•

does ParentPay do?
offers a highly secure payment site
gives you a history of all the payments you have made
allows you to create a single account login across all your children that attend a ParentPay school
shows you all items available for payment relevant to each of your children
emails a receipt of your payment to the email address you register
offers you the ability to set automated email/SMS payment reminders.

How does ParentPay help you?
• gives you the freedom to make payments to school whenever and wherever you like
• stops you having to write cheques or search for cash to send to school
• gives you peace of mind that your payment has been made safely and securely
• helps with budgeting; payments are immediate, there is no waiting for cheques to clear
• payments for many of the larger trips can be made by instalments up to the due date
• you will never need miss a payment, or have insufficient credit, with automated email/SMS alerts
• ParentPay is quick and easy to use.
How does ParentPay help your school?
• reduces the administrative time spent on banking procedures
• keeps accurate records of payments made to every service for every student
• reduces paper ‘waste’
• allows for easy and quick refunds to be made back to the Parent Account
• improves communication between the school and parents concerning payments
• offers a more efficient payment collection process, reducing the amount of money held on school premises
• helps us improve school-home communication with its integrated email/SMS messaging centre.
Functional Medication/Inhalers
This type of medication is usually prescribed but is, in the main, necessary to ensure that a young person can
function normally. Where functional medication must be given, staff will require training in the correct
administration procedures. Inhalers and functional medication will be kept in the child’s classroom. Please ensure
that all inhalers are in date, (an asthma plan is included) and clearly marked with the child’s name.

Medicine
Following advice, we can only administer prescribed medication. If the prescription states that your child requires
medication 3 times per day, this should be administered at home or outside of school hours. If you child requires a
prescription 4 times per day, we can administer medication at lunchtime. We can also administer medication that
needs to be taken at fixed hourly intervals. You will be required to sign and complete a form from the school
office. Medication must be provided in the bottle or box that has the prescription details affixed.
We understand that there are reasons that children may require pain relief such as Calpol before they arrive at
school. We will not be able to administer another dose during the school day and should a child require further
pain relief, we will telephone parents to collect them.
Lunchshop
Please can we remind parents to choose their child’s packed lunch from the Lunchshop website. You can order up to
2 weeks in advance. If you have any problems with your login details, please contact the school office. For those
children in Reception Class, Year 1 and 2 who prefer to bring a packed lunch from home please can you inform the
school office if not already done so. If you forget to order a lunch for your child, you will be phoned at lunchtime
and asked to bring a packed lunch into school. Thank you in advance for your co-operation.

After School Clubs
We aim to offer a range of after school activities throughout the year. The timetable for this term is displayed
below. There will be a charge for any clubs marked in red as there is a cost to the school to run these clubs. We
still consider this to be good value. Thank you to staff for giving their time freely to offer these opportunities.
For those clubs that need payment an email will be sent out to the whole year group the club is aimed at, to enable
parents to give permission and pay by Parentpay. If your child does not want to take part in a paid after school
club, please can you email admin@penn.cumbria.sch.uk and the payment request will be removed from your
Parentpay account.

After School Clubs – Autumn 1 2021
Day
Monday

Activity
Year 1 Bookworms (Reading and Stories)

Leader
Mrs Maclean

Where?
Year 1 Classroom

Time
3.00-3.45pm

Miss Steel and
Miss John

Year 2 Classroom

3.00-3.45pm

Year 5 & 6 Computing Club
5 SPACES AVAILABLE
Year 3 & 4 Multi Sports with Tom –
£15.00

Mr Hodgson

Year 5

3.00–3.45pm

Tom

School Playing Field
Hall when wet

3.00-4.00pm

Wednesday

Year 5 & 6 Multi Sports with Tom £15.00

Tom

School Playing Field
Hall when wet

3.00-4.00pm

Thursday

Year 3 & 4 Mindfulness Colouring
4 SPACES AVAILABLE

Miss Wren

Year 6 Classroom

3.00-3.45pm

Mrs Dearden

School Playing Field
Hall when wet

3.00-3.45pm

Year 2 Lego Club
4 SPACES AVAILABLE

Tuesday

Year 1 & 2 Funfit Club (FULL)

After School Club Attendance - To enable that we know your child is safe, please can you let school know if your
child is not going to be able to attend their after-school club. Thank you.
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Dear Parents/Carers
Headlice
Unfortunately, there have been a few incidents of head lice in school recently. Control of head lice depends on
prompt diagnosis and effective treatment. Your help in inspecting your child at least weekly throughout the school
year for the presence of head lice would be greatly appreciated.
We suggest the following procedure for inspecting your child for head lice:
1. Under bright light begin looking at the back of the head just above the neck area
2. Part the hair section by section and look closely for head lice or nits (eggs). Eggs will usually be located
near the scalp.
3. Depending on the length and thickness of the hair, it should take between 5 and 15 minutes to properly
inspect a child’s head.
If you suspect your child is infested with head lice please treat promptly with one of the various products from
the Chemist. It has also been suggested that using a fine-tooth combe through the hair 2-3 times a week is also
useful.
Please inform class teacher so we are able to monitor the situation.
Many thanks for your kind co-operation.
Kind regards

Helen Storey
Head Teacher

